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What next for Democracy in North Yorkshire?
With Harrogate Borough Council to vanish in
May 2023, the future of local and regional
government will be examined – and
explained – at our first meeting of 2022.
Being held either at Rudding House or online
on Monday, January 10, the two expert
speakers who will guide us through the next
18-months are Harrogate Borough Council
Leader, Councillor Richard Cooper, pictured
left, and Harrogate Borough Council Chief
Executive, Wallace Sampson OBE, pictured
right.

and May 2023, the Leader and Chief
Executive of Harrogate Borough Council will
talk us through the next 15 months.
“Rudding House has kindly agreed to host
this event, however the uncertainty around
Covid, and what restrictions might be in place
come the second week in January, means we
might have to move it online.”
Those wishing to attend the meeting are
asked to register their interest on the
Chamber
website,
https://
www.harrogatechamber.co.uk/

Harrogate District Chamber of Commerce
Chief Executive David Simister said: “In the
biggest shake up of local democracy in
almost 50 years, a new unitary authority will
replace both North Yorkshire County Council
and Harrogate Borough Council next year.
“This will have an impact on all those who live
and work in the Harrogate District, and in
order explain what will happen between now
Digital Marketing Skills for Your Business
Businesses across the Harrogate district are invited to update their digital skills and grow their business.
A new series of free-to-attend webinars and workshops from the Digital Advantage project is on offer
from January 2022, including:
•

Reaching your ideal customer via social media

•

Selling online with or without a website and selling with Instagram

•

Blogging to increase traffic and engagement

•

Creating high-quality video content with just a smartphone

•

Using Google Tools and Google Analytics – what to measure and why.

Full details can be found here:
Harrogate District Chamber of Commerce
www.harrogatechamber.co.uk — 07872 576022

Harrogate’s Debenhams building to be demolished
Plans have been submitted to demolish the
Debenhams building on the corner of
Oxford Street and Parliament Street.
If approved, in its place will stand a fivestorey building housing 50 apartments, two
ground-floor
commercial
units,
underground
carpark,
and
central
courtyard. Further details about the
proposals can be found here.

Apprenticeship Hub: Free and Impartial Support for Businesses
The newly opened Apprenticeship Hub offers businesses in North Yorkshire free and impartial support, in hiring and training apprentices.
The Apprenticeship Hub’s team of advisers provides advice and one to one support on:
•

how to recruit an apprentice

•

choosing the right apprenticeship standard

•

finding the right provider

•

accessing funds and incentives

•

setting up and using the apprenticeship digital account

Management training, pre-apprenticeship and wraparound support is also available,
helping businesses make the most of apprenticeships.
Access the Apprenticeship Hub here:

Welcome To Our Newest Members
Any Place Media
Audio Visual Integrator, supplying and installing
Digital Screens and Digital Signage Solutions
throughout the UK and Europe
Chamber Contact: Andrew Simister
Website: www.anyplacemediagroup.co.uk
Supporting Older People
A
charity
working
in
Harrrogate
&
Knaresborough to alleviate loneliness amongst
older people living alone. We provide 1:1
volunteer, befriending & a programme of group
activities in community venues.
Chamber Contact: Kate Rogata
Website: www.supportingolderpeople.org.uk

Harrogate Business Improvement District
(BID)
Not for profit organisation, funded for by
businesses, to improve the area in which those
businesses trade within through a five year
business plan
Chamber Contact: Matthew Chapman
Website: https://harrogatebid.co.uk/
Caffe Marconi
An independent family run Italian cafe pizzeria
with outside courtyard area and indoor seating
for 45
Chamber Contact: Sara Ferguson
Website: www.caffemarconi.co.uk
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Harrogate BID to sponsor ‘Sunday Freeway’ free journeys
This year, we have chosen January and
February, which can be quiet months for
the retail and hospitality sectors.
Harrogate town centre is well worth a visit
at any time of the year, and we hope the
added incentive of free bus travel will make
it even more appealing.”

It’s a powerful boost for Harrogate’s local
businesses facing an uncertain start to the
New Year – free Sunday journeys are to
return to the spa town’s Harrogate Electrics
buses!
It’s a powerful boost for Harrogate’s local
businesses facing an uncertain start to the
New Year – free Sunday journeys are to
return to the spa town’s Harrogate Electrics
buses!
The ‘Sunday Freeway’ free journeys on the
electric buses, run by The Harrogate Bus
Company, will resume from Sunday, 2
January 2022 and continue every Sunday
throughout January and February, thanks
to Harrogate BID – the Business
Improvement District set up in 2019 to
bring local firms together to provide extra
incentives to attract more people to shop
local.
The latest initiative is part of the continued
partnership between the town’s main bus
operator and Harrogate BID run-up to
Christmas in previous years, as well as the
start of 2021.
Harrogate BID chair and business owner
Sara Ferguson said: “Once again we are
delighted to be teaming up with The
Harrogate Bus Company for the next two
months to sponsor the ‘Sunday Freeway’.
“This is the third time we have partnered
with our local bus operator, and on both
previous occasions it helped to increase
the number of passengers heading into
Harrogate town centre.

Harrogate BID’s sponsorship of free
Sunday journeys in the run-up to Christmas
2019 helped the Harrogate Electrics buses
generate a rise of up to 90 per cent in the
number of customers travelling, compared
with the same period a year earlier.

The Harrogate Bus Company CEO Alex
Hornby said: “We’re delighted that
Harrogate BID are able to again work in
partnership with us to support our ‘Sunday
Freeway’
on
our
Harrogate
Electrics buses for the first two
months of the New Year.
“As well as reducing emissions and
congestion, free Sunday travel on our
pioneering Harrogate Electrics buses will
make it easier to support our local
economy and help keep our town’s traders
in business into 2022. Our buses are
among the safest places to be, with an
enhanced cleaning regime in place to keep
everyone safe.
“It’s been an incredibly challenging time for
Harrogate’s businesses, with previous
lockdowns and now the prospect of further
restrictions. More than ever, it’s now up to
us all to support them in the vital first few
months of the New Year by taking
advantage of free travel on Harrogate
Electrics buses.”
As part of an extensive daily cleaning
process, a powerful anti-viral mist is
sprayed through each Harrogate Electrics
bus each night – with further deep cleaning
at Harrogate bus station throughout the
day to maintain the highest standards of
hygiene.
Timetables for the free Sunday buses and
all of The Harrogate Bus Company’s
services are available online at: https://
www.transdevbus.co.uk/harrogate,
from
the travel kiosk at Harrogate Bus Station,
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Nine to thrive: employee wellness and engagement event
York & North Yorkshire Growth Hub is
hosting a free employee wellness and
engagement webinar on January 11, 2022.
Taking place between 10am and 11am, it
will explore the benefits of supporting
mental health in the workplace, and help
business
leaders
and
managers
understand alternative ways to attract and
retain key talent in your business.

In this webinar, you will:
•

learn the importance of mental health
and its impact on productivity

•

explore the availability of support
externally at relatively low costs

•

understand how wellbeing strategy
can be a differentiator in attracting
and retaining staff

Further information is available here.

Dedicated office and co-working Businesses wishing to join Co-Lab will
ideally need to be in the digital and creative
space opens
A dedicated office and co-working space
for digital and tech businesses officially
opened at Springfield House, Harrogate
Convention
Centre,
following
an
investment by Harrogate Borough Council.
Known as Co-Lab, the digital incubator at
Harrogate Convention Centre on Kings
Road, provides a collaborative environment
where businesses can gain access to
information about funding and investment,
insight, supply chain, help with talent
recruitment and other advice that enables
tech businesses to thrive.
It also offers a modern and attractive office
space with co-working desk space and
lounge area, ten serviced offices with desk
space for up to ten people, high-speed
secure broadband, meeting rooms, kitchen
area, showers and facilities.

industries business sector. Including
businesses involved in fintech, augmented
reality and virtual reality, digital health, film
and animation production, music, digital
content
creation
and
management,
immersive
technology
and
content,
publishing, cyber security, data, gaming, or
product design.
Businesses will also need to be one with a
scalable product or service, with the
ambition to grow whether through turnover
or employee numbers.

Anyone interested in finding out more, or
getting involved, should get in-touch by
emailing: hello@harrogateco-lab.co.uk or
visiting: www.harrogateco-lab.co.uk.

Co-Lab has been created by the borough
council, as a key element in its economic
growth strategy, with the aim of helping the
district economy to grow.

Funding of £540,000 for the project was
acquired thanks to a successful bid through
the Leeds City Region Business Rates Pool,
with the aim of creating attractive office
space environment that can form the
foundation to enhance the digital and tech
eco-system in our area.
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New EV points for the Harrogate
district
Harrogate Borough Council is set to install
electric vehicle (EV) charging points in a
number of car parks across the Harrogate
district.
In the New Year, the council is due to
submit a report seeking approval to appoint
a contractor who will install charging points
at the following locations:
• Hornbeam Park train station car park in
Harrogate
• Victoria multi-storey car park in
Harrogate
• Chapel Street car park in
Knaresborough
•

Southlands car park in Pateley Bridge

Cathedral car park in Ripon

"These new charging points will support the
uptake in electric vehicles for both our
residents and our visitor economy."
The council has and will continue to install
charging points at council sites to support
the electrification of fleet vehicles in line
with the council’s Ultra-Low Emission
Vehicle (ULEV) strategy.
To support the exponential growth of EVs
across the Harrogate district, all new
housing developments in the district are
also equipped with charging points and a
dedicated electric circuit to supply the
demand.
Any businesses, organisations or town and
parish councils who are looking to find out
more about EV charging points can contact
the
council
at: transport@harrogate.gov.uk who will be
more than happy to help.

Councillor Phil Ireland, Harrogate Borough
Council’s cabinet member for carbon
reduction and sustainability, said: "The
Harrogate district has seen a rapid uptake
in the purchase of electric vehicles,
outstripping all other districts in North
Yorkshire.

Have You Got News For us?
Got a story about your business or
organisation you want publicising? Then
please remember to send it to us.
One of the benefits of Chamber
membership is we will publish your news
stories online, and more often than not
feature them in our newsletter. Send your
articles to ceo@harrogatechamber.com
Members Directory

promote their businesses at our monthly
meetings – will be returning at our January
2022 meeting.
All you need to do is answer the below
questions
and
email
them
to
ceo@harrogatechamber.co.uk
And if it’s to be your Five Minutes of Fame,
we will be in touch.
•

WHO you are?

•

WHAT does your business do?

•

HOW long have you been in
business, how many staff do you
have?

•

WHERE are your based?

•

WHEN & WHY did you join the
Chamber?

•

WHAT are the benefits of being a
member?

•

TELL US what else you would like to
see from the Chamber moving
forward?

When was the last time you updated your
profile in the Members Directory?
This is your opportunity to showcase your
services.
If you have forgotten your login details,
please
email
ceo@harrogatechamber.co.uk
‘Five Minutes of Fame’ – which gives
members the opportunity to introduce and

ActionCOACH Harrogate’s New Year
90 Day Planning Event
With only two per cent of business owners
having a plan, and even fewer sticking to them,
ActionCOACH Harrogate is staging a ‘90 Day
Planning’ event for business owners to get focus
and direction for 2022.
Join Business Coach, Andrew Joy, and a
surprise Guest Speaker, for a high energy day
where they will help delegates to:
•

Create a 90 day plan

•

Take control and get organised

•

Learn proven profit strategies

•

Create momentum in your business

•

Network with business owners

“Step out of your business, for one day every
three months, and get laser-focused on what
you need to do to grow your business with our
quarterly planning sessions.
“One day to plan for success is a small price to
pay for what you can get. You can read more
about our 90 Day Planning Events here.”
The event wis being held between 9am and 2pm
on Friday, January 7 at Cedar Court Hotel
Harrogate.
Whilst the event is intended to be face-to-face,
this will be reviewed in the New Year, and if
necessary, changed to online in accordance to
government COVID restrictions.
To register, please click here.

By the end of your first session, attendees will
have a crystal clear picture of where their
business will be in 90 days’ time, and a step-bystep plan to get them there.
Andrew Joy said: “For many business owners,
who are caught up in the day to day of their
business, finding time to plan for your business
can seem impossible.
“Even finding the time to reflect on what’s
working, and what isn’t, can be extremely
difficult.
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