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Access, Accessibility and The Purple Pound examined at
Chamber’s October meeting
Access, accessibility and the ‘Purple Pound’ will be
examined at Harrogate District Chamber of
Commerce’s October meeting.
Jackie Snape and Josh McCormack, both from
Disability Action Yorkshire, will be speaking about
their work in helping businesses in the retail and
hospitality sector become more accessible, whilst
Sue Kramer from Crown Jewellers will speak about
Commercial Street’s drive to become the most
accessible and welcoming in Harrogate town centre.
In addition, businesses will also get the opportunity
to see the updated plans for the £10.9m Harrogate
Station Gateway Project, and quiz the team leading
on the scheme aimed at encouraging more people
to access the town via foot, cycle and public
transport.
The meeting is being held at Ashville College,
Green Lane, on Monday, October 11, with ‘open
networking’ taking place from 5.30pm, and the
speakers taking to the platform at 6.15pm.
Harrogate District Chamber of Commerce President
Martin Gerrard said: “The overriding theme for
October’s meeting is access and accessibility. We
are looking forward to hearing from our speakers
from Disability Action Yorkshire, and Crown
Jewellers, on how improving access and
accessibility makes perfect business sense.

“We will hear how the charity has been working with
retailers on Commercial Street keen to unlock the
‘Purple Pound’. This term refers to the spending
power of disabled households and is said to be
worth around £249bn to the economy.
“Businesses will get the first opportunity to see the
revised plans for the Harrogate Station Gateway
Project, hear from the project team and put
questions to them about its aims, objectives, and the
benefits it is designed to bring.”
Mr Gerrard added: “We are also delighted to
welcome Ashville College as our newest member,
and thank them for hosting this, their inaugural
meeting of Harrogate District Chamber of
Commerce.
“We are grateful to all our ‘host’ members, who not
only provide a meeting room, but refreshments for
our members, speakers and visitors. Without them it
would not possible for us stage our regular
meetings.”
Those wanting to attend the meeting must register
their interest on the Chamber website, https://
www.harrogatechamber.co.uk/ .
Visitors are always welcome, but are only allowed to
attend two meetings. Whilst there is no charge for
their first visit, there is a £10 fee for the second.

How did your business do during the UCI 2019?
Harrogate District Chamber of Commerce has been invited to
participate in a review of the 2019 UCO World Road Racing
championships, being undertaken by Harrogate Borough
Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Commission.
Whilst we appreciate it was two years ago, and has been totally overshadowed by Covid, we would still like to hear your
views – good, bad or indifferent – so we can share them with
the members of the scrutiny commission.
Please email ceo@harrogatechamber.co.uk before close of play on Monday, October 25, and include
name, business and position within the business.
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Welcome to New Members
We say a big hello to our newest members,
Ashville College, Your Harrogate, G&J
Healthcare Limited, Premier Hearing
(Harrogate), Country Home Shutters
Limited

Country Home Shutters Limited – We supply
& install tailor made plantation shutters
manufactured in solid wood to residential and
commercial properties. We also supply & fit
blinds

Ashville College - is a co-educational
independent school for both day and boarding
pupils aged 2–18 in Harrogate
Website: https://www.ashville.co.uk/
Tel: 01423 566 358
Your Harrogate - is the home of all the best
parts of Harrogate with great news, travel,
weather, competitions and vouchers.
Chamber Contact: Adam Daniel
Website: https://yourharrogate.co.uk/

Chamber Contact: Peter De Wet

Tel: 01423 740993

Website: www.countryhomeshutters.co.uk

Cornue and Aga - Our two luxe range cooker
brands offer everything a discerning cook could
need. For almost 100 years - AGA at the heart
of British and La Cornue - the most high end
cooking ranges available, hand built in Paris
since 1908.

Tel: 07919 240 272
La G&J Healthcare Limited – a healthcare
partner of the healthcare practice of WPA Plc.
We are a not for profit, multi award winning
company offering private medical insurance
and cash plans for individuals, families and
companies of all sizes
Chamber Contact: Jason Baskind
Website: www.wpa.org/jasonbaskind
Tel: 07983 870 230

Chamber Contact: Caroline Bligh
Tel: 07949 015 371
Premier
Hearing
(Harrogate)
Hearing
assessments, ear wax removal, hearing
protection and hearing aid selection
Chamber contact:
philip@premierhearing.co.uk
Website: www.premierhearing.co.uk/harrogate

Harrogate Station Gateway Project — Consultation Update
At our October meeting, members and visitors will
get an opportunity to see the revised plans for the
proposed £10.9m Harrogate Station Gateway project.
Following on from the first round of consultation
earlier this year, the project team have now taken
on all board all the comments they received, and
are returning with a detailed plan to boost business and encourage more people to access the
town on foot, by bike and on public transport
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Coaching sessions to boost Harrogate charity
employees trained to be coaches with an
ILM
(Institute
of
Leadership
and
Management) Qualification at level 7. The
qualification is internationally recognised.
Win 2: You will receive a five per cent
discount for each employee on the normal
cost of this course.

A special offer to Chamber members from
Business coach Tony Swainston will help
benefit Disability Action Yorkshire.
This coaching training has a hat-trick of
wins for those taking part!
Win 1: You can have up to two of your

Win 3: You will have contributed to a really
valuable charity. All the net income from
this training programme will go to ‘Disability
Action
Yorkshire’.
(https://
www.disabilityactionyorkshire.org.uk) (This
is a contribution of £1200 per person who
attends the training.)

Read the full story here:

Harrogate Christmas Market: Dates
Revealed
Christmas is coming to town this December with the
arrival of a brand new ten-day Christmas fayre.

will be a great place to pick up some last minute and
unique gifts.

Market Place Europe, the UK’s leading and awardwinning Christmas market operator, will be bringing
festive cheer to Harrogate town centre from Friday 3
December until Sunday 12 December.

Due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic, stalls will be
spaced wider than normal and numbers will be limited
to approximately 50 traders. It is anticipated that
following a successful event this year, and an
improved public health situation, a larger number of
stalls will be incorporated into next year’s plans.

Harrogate Borough Council have been working with
Market Place Europe, Harrogate BID, North Yorkshire
County Council and the various emergency services to
ensure residents and visitors can celebrate the festive
season safely this Christmas.

Read the full story here:

Suggested locations include Cambridge Street, Market
Place, Station Square and Cambridge Crescent, but
confirmation of these is subject to an acceptable event
management plan and approval from the county
council.
Featuring a number of local traders, as well as those
from countries across Europe, Harrogate Christmas
Fayre will be packed full of festive fun for everyone and

Thank you speakers and host venue
Many thanks to The DoubleTree by Hilton Harrogate
Majestic Hotel and Spa for hosting last month’s
meeting, and to our guest speakers. Pictured from
left are Iain Service from Harrogate Town
Foundation, Majestic Hotel Manager Andrew Glover,
Harrogate Town Director Garry Plant, Harrogate Spa
Director Lynn Roach, Majestic Hotel Sales Director
Laura Hitchen, and Harrogate Chamber CEO David
Simister
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First Harrogate District Net Zero Business Conference
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/harrogatedistrict-net-zero-conference-zero-carbon-tourtickets-167725155455

The #ZeroCarbonTour and Carbon Battle Bus
is heading to Harrogate as part of a UK wide
tour on route to COP26.
The flagship Business Net Zero Conference
hosted by Harrogate District Climate Change
Coalition, Harrogate Borough Council and
PlanetMark, will take place on Friday, October
15, at Harrogate Convention Centre.
Sponsored by Chameleon Technology,
businesses are invited to join the event as we
discuss the concept of net zero carbon and
why it is critical for businesses to make this
transition.
Hear Carbon Stories from local organisations
including Yorkshire Water and Bettys &
Taylors and learn how to support your
business’s journey. The full day event takes
place from 9am-6.30pm and will see speakers
present on a variety of topics and sectors.

On the day, you’ll see the UK's first 100 per
cent electric coach, affectionately named the
‘Carbon Battle Bus’. There will be
opportunities to engage with suppliers at the
sustainability marketplace and there will also
be the opportunity to sign up to free
sustainability workshops for your organisation.
Chamber of Commerce
cordially invited to:

members

are

Book a ticket (numbers are limited) for the Net
Zero Business conference on October
15 from https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
harrogate-district-net-zero-conference-zerocarbon-tour-tickets-167725155455
Businesses with a sustainable service/offer
are invited to apply for one of the few
remaining free marketplace stands (email:
hdcccevents@gmail.com).
Read the full story here:

Have You Got News For us?

Got a story about your business or organisation you want publicising? Then please remember to copy us in.
One of the benefits of Chamber membership is we will publish your stories online and,
more often than not, feature them in our newsletter. Send your articles to
ceo@harrogatechamber.com

Dates For Your Diary
As referenced in last month’s Review, we have now confirmed the speakers and venues for the remaining meetings of our 2021 calendar.
•

Monday, October 11: Think Access, The Purple Pound & Commercial
Street Plus, Harrogate Station Gateway Project — Ashville College

•

Monday, November 8: Law & Order — Cedar Court Hotel

•

Monday, December 13: Members’ Safari — Harrogate College

Harrogate
HarrogateDistrict
DistrictChamber
Chamberof
ofCommerce
Commerce

www.harrogatechamber.co.uk
www.harrogatechamber.co.uk——07872
07872576022
576022
Twitter.com/hgchamber
Twitter.com/hgchamber——facebook.com/harrogatechamber
facebook.com/harrogatechamber——Search
SearchHarrogate
HarrogateDistrict
DistrictChamber
Chamberon
onLinkedIn
LinkedIn

Harrogate BID opens first town centre pop-up ping-pong parlour
The ping-pong parlour is the brainchild of
BID board member and hotelier &
restaurateur Bokmun Chan, who admits to
‘playing a bit and coaching a bit’ (of table
tennis).
Bokmun said: “Thanks to Harrogate BID, a
dream of mine to have a ping-pong parlour
in Harrogate town centre is becoming a
reality; it’s something I’ve been wanting to
achieve for a number of years.
A pop-up ping-pong parlour in Harrogate
town centre has been officially opened by a
number of sporting celebrities.
Former Republic of Ireland international
and Leeds United Manager, David O’Leary,
Leeds Rhinos RFC & Leeds Tykes RUFC
director, Gary Hetherington, Leeds Tykes
Captain Jake Brady, and England Table
Tennis Head Performance Coach, Matt
Stanforth, were the first to take to the
tables within Harrogate BID’s new indoor
sports venue, located in Victoria Shopping
Centre.
The pop-up ping-pong parlour, which will
be open seven days a week during retail
hours, boasts four tables for public use. As
bats and balls will be provided, all that
players need to do is bring an opponent.

New to Business? Access Free, Expert
Support
If setting up and running a business is new to
you, expert help is at hand.
The popular Rebel Business School workshop
programme reviews all the topics you need to
get started and stay in business, including:
how to start with no money
sales and marketing
legal
networking
Provided by the York & North Yorkshire Growth
Hub, registrations is open now for free places
on the next start-up workshop programme,
starting in November.

“I’m delighted that David, Gary, Jake and
Matthew officially opened the parlour for
us. We were also joined by local table
tennis players from Harrogate Racquets
Club and Harrogate Spa Table Tennis
Club.
“Table tennis is a great sport and anyone
can play it, no matter how young or how
old. Whilst I’ve not played for a few years,
table tennis is a game that I absolutely
love. I played at University level, and when
my daughter was in her teens, she played
for England.
“This parlour is for the public to use, free of
charge. All we ask is that if there are a lot
of people wanting to play, then please be
sensible and don’t hog the tables too long.
Give others a chance.”
Read the full story here:
Co-Lab Workspace Opening in Harrogate
Work on creating the Co-Lab workspace in
Harrogate town centre is progressing well.
Scheduled to open this November, Co-Lab
will bring a new offer to the town, providing
an attractive and vibrant location for digital
and technology based businesses to
network and grow.
There's an exciting business support offer
planned for Co-Lab, including bespoke
workshops and advice services, and we'll
be sharing details of this later in the year.
Read the full story here:

Full details can be found here:
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Royals, Politicians, and an Animal
Behaviourist ‘Book’ Into Raworths
Harrogate Literature Festival

Zoe Robinson, Raworths Managing Partner, said:
“We are very proud to once again have our name
associated with this annual literary festival, and
support Harrogate International Festivals in bringing
this event to the town.

Sarah Ferguson, Duchess of York, Former Labour
leader Ed Miliband, BBC Newsnight Presenter
Gavin Esler, Costa Book of the Year Winner
Monique Roffey, and Channel 5’s ‘Dogfather’
Graeme Hall are among the big names taking
centre stage at this year’s Raworths Harrogate
Literature Festival live event.

“Over the years, well-known figures from the world
of politics, sport, acting and writing have graced the
Raworths Harrogate Literature Festival stage, and
this year is no exception.

The Festival, which is being held at Harrogate’s
Crown Hotel from, Thursday, October 21 until
Sunday, October 24, begins with a literary lunch
with BBC correspondent and BAFTA award-winning
journalist, Paul Kenyon.

Information about this year’s Raworths Harrogate
Literature Festival, and the visiting guest writers, is
available on Harrogate International Festivals’
website,
found
at:
https://
harrogateinternationalfestivals.com/raworthsliterature-festival/

Sharon Canavar, Harrogate International Festivals
Chief Executive, said: "We are incredibly excited to
this year’s line-up of prominent speakers appearing
at next month’s Raworths Harrogate Literature
Festival.
“This festival has become one the country’s most
important literary events, which gives an array of
writers – which this year features leading politicians,
academics, journalists, historians and activists, the
chance to share their stories.”
Sharon added: “I would like to thank our sponsor,
Raworths, for their unstinting support of this annual
celebration of books, which is always a very popular
event and a key diary date in the town’s cultural
calendar.”

Pictured are Sharon Canavar and Zoe Robinson,
both Chamber members

Tesco unveils plans for a new supermarket in Harrogate
Tesco is presenting plans to the public for a new
supermarket on the former gas works site on
Skipton Road.
From Saturday 25 September to Sunday 10
October proposals will be available for view at
www.tescoharrogateconsultation.co.uk
Proposals for a new Tesco supermarket were
previously granted planning consent in 2012. Tesco
is now proposing a smaller store with a new petrol
filling station. This new store will also provide
Dotcom deliveries and a Click+Collect service.

all budgets and deliver benefits for the local
community.”
Tesco is at the heart of communities across the UK
and constantly looking at ways their stores can
make a positive local impact.
The Tesco Community Grants scheme funds
thousands of local community projects across the
UK, helping to fight holiday hunger, support mental
health and support young people. Since 2016, this
scheme has donated a total of £90m nationally to
support 37,000 local community projects.

Tesco intends to submit a planning application later
in the autumn. If the plans are approved, Tesco
hopes to open the new store in 2023.
Andy Boucher, Development Executive at Tesco,
said: “We are delighted to share our plans with the
public for our new store and we look forward to
hearing the views of local residents.
“We know there is demand for a new supermarket
in the north of Harrogate and this store will meet
the needs of the local community. This will be
fantastic new store which will provide a wide-range
of high-quality food and non-food goods, cater for
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