Promoting Harrogate business —The latest news from your chamber

“Impact of Brexit to be seen in coming
weeks!”

January 2021

- January’s meeting reviewed The impact of Brexit, and the trade deal struck with
the European Union which came into effect on 1
January, won’t be properly felt for some time.
That was the view of January’s guest speaker,
James Houseman, a senior tax manager with BHP
Chartered Accountants in Leeds, who gave an
overview of what the new arrangements mean for
both business and individuals.
At 1,246 pages long, the full name of the treaty is
‘The Trade and Cooperation Agreement between
the European Union and the European Atomic
Energy Community, of the one part, and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of
the other part”.
It covers numerous areas including trade in goods,
trade in services, law enforcement cooperation,
health and cyber security.
The most obvious difference will be the loss of the
four freedoms: goods, capital, establish/provide
services and movement of persons.
Businesses exporting/importing goods to and from
the EU would need a Single Administrative
Document (SAD) or C88, which is the same for both
importing and exporting. There might also be duty
and VAT to pay on certain goods.
Mr Houseman advised it was best to get an expert
(agent) to help fill the form in, which would also
need to be accompanied by supporting invoices and
transport documentation.

If planning to do trade with the EU now, it is crucial
to get the forms filled in immediately.
Businesses will need an UK EORI (Economic
Operators Registration and Identification) number,
which is easily obtainable from HMRC, and possibly
a EU EORI number if acting as importer or exporter
in EU.
Free trade, he added, only covers EU/UK rule of
origin, which can be very complex! And for this
reason, the price of ‘Percy Pigs’ could rise as duty
would need to paid on some of the ingredients.
Mr Houseman spoke about how import duties will be
calculated and also supply chain considerations,
namely who was responsible for what in terms of
delivery, insurance, customs compliance, duties and
VAT.
He said: “Businesses need to be careful that sales
are being treated correctly for VAT – broadly
speaking, all sales to EU now should be zero rated
for UK VAT.
“Leaving has led to a loss of EU simplifications that
could trigger VAT issues in Europe.”
He concluded his talk about the differences
individuals would see. These included a different
queue for passport control, being more difficult to
take pets abroad and needing an international
driving licence.
“Travelling abroad for a business meeting should be
OK if you are transferring to an overseas branch
(i.e. a secondment) for any length of time, carrying
out contracts to provide a service to a client in
another country in which your company has no
presence, or providing services in another country
as a self-employed person.
“You are also OK if you are going for a meeting or a
short secondment. But lengthier working, or working
for non-EU companies, or on self-employed basis,
the rules have changed and a work permit is
needed.
“Additionally, you might need a visa or work permit
and check if your qualifications are recognised.”
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Businesses urged to apply for latest lockdown grant
Businesses forced to close during
the Tier 2 and Tier 3 restrictions may
be eligible to apply for a grant of up
to £1,500, depending on the rateable
value of the business premises.
This covers the period of the Tier 2
restrictions from 2 to 30 December
2020 and the Tier 3 restrictions that
were in force from 31 December
2020 to 4 January 2021.

Businesses can check on
Government website here
eligibility.

the
for

Further information about the Local
Restrictions Support Grant (Open) Tier 2 and Tier 3 restrictions can be
found here.

Eight out of ten journeys will keep
running during lockdown –
Harrogate Bus Company

buses provide a vital service for key
workers and others who depend on us
to reach essential shops and services.

We’re still here for you when you need
us – that’s the message from
Harrogate’s leading bus operator, The
Harrogate Bus Company, as it confirms
eight out of ten journeys on its services
will continue during the current
lockdown.

“All of our routes will continue to run,
just a little less often around shopping
hours.

The bus firm has switched to temporary
timetables with schedules built around
the needs of key workers, and on
valued feedback from its customers
throughout 2020.

“Our first priority is to make sure key
workers can get to and from work, and
that essential journeys can still be
made, using our buses in Harrogate
and beyond.
“We will still be running over 80 per cent
of our usual journeys, and our first and
last bus times will remain the same.

The Harrogate Bus Company CEO,
Alex Hornby, said: “Our message to our
customers is that we are still very much
here for you – our buses are clean, safe
and ready to go, just as they have
always been throughout the pandemic.

“We will continue to help those who
need to travel to do so, just as we did
throughout last year’s restrictions, and
we thank our customers for their
understanding and support, as we
adapt to the reduction in the numbers
travelling during the current lockdown.”

“We know from experience that our

Full details can be found here:
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Carbon
Harrogate
please
visit
Carbon Zero Harrogate & Harrogate Zero
District Climate Change Coalition seek www.zerocarbonharrogate.org.uk or contact
zerocharrogate@gmail.com.
volunteers with professional skills

Do any of your employees or their friends wish
to volunteer their professional skills to help
Harrogate District play its part in combatting
climate change this new year?
Zero Carbon Harrogate and the Harrogate
District Climate Change Coalition are working
together in collaboration to help local residents
and businesses avoid the worst impacts of
climate change.
Both local climate organisations can offer
interesting and rewarding voluntary work in the
new year. A few examples are shown below, but
these are not exhaustive.
Zero Carbon Harrogate are looking for a
Treasurer, Safeguarding Officer and Health and
Safety Officer. Details are available when you
select environment in the volunteering directory
www.H&DCA.org.uk. To find out more about

Head of fundraising and promotion at
Wellspring Therapy & Training
introduces herself
Laura Brett, who recently joined the team at
Wellspring Therapy & Training as Head of
Fundraising & Promotion, introduces herself and the
Charity here to Chamber members.
Laura, pictured, says: “Founded in 2003,
Wellspring’s mission is to restore hope, develop
resilience, and facilitate positive change in the lives
of people facing mental health problems and
psychological distress.
“We achieve this by providing psychological support
and professional mental health counselling for adults,
young people and children, from North Yorkshire,
designed around the requirements of each individual
person, delivered by our team of highly experienced
professional and volunteer counsellors.

The Harrogate District Climate Change Coalition
would like to hear from people with leadership
experience in land use, energy efficiency and
digital communications.
To get in touch with the Harrogate District
Climate Change Coalition, please visit
www.hdccc.info/contact or call 01423 500600.
If you have skills to offer that are not listed
below,
please
get
in
touch
with
zerocharrogate@gmail.com.
* Chamber members might also be interested in a free
webinar next from the statutory UK Climate Change
Committee.

“Net Zero: The role of business” takes place at 10am on
Wednesday, February, 17, 2021.
For a free place on this or any of the CCC’s other very
useful events please book here:

If a client is able to contribute £45 for their weekly
session, that qualifies them for our Associate
Counsellor Service (ACS).
The client would be seen as soon as possible by one
of our associate counsellors.”
“There is no queue jumping and people on our
affordable waiting list are not waiting longer, as all
associate counselling slots are offered by
counsellors in addition. We also have specific ACS
contracts with businesses and organisations if that is
of interest to you.
“If you or a member of your staff, family or friends are
needing our support, particularly at this difficult time,
please do not hesitate to get in touch.”

“Our charity is motivated by Christian values but
offers its services to all regardless of faith, gender,
sexual orientation, or cultural background.
“We are passionate about seeing people move from
a place of darkness and distress to freedom and
hope.
“What makes Wellspring unique is that we offer high
quality, long-term professional counselling to adults
and children over 4 years old.
“This can sometimes be at a heavily subsidised price
to suit the financial situation of each individual client
and can be as little as £5 per session.

(Pictured is Laura Brett)
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It can be set up with limited technical know
-how, and there is support available for
registered businesses to upload their
products and market the platform to their
customers as a local alternative to larger
online retailers.

Reminder
of
free
platform
subscription to help sell your
produce online during lockdown
The York & North Yorkshire Growth Hub
continues to offer free subscriptions to the
community-led
shopping
platform,
ShopAppy. The platform can help high
street retailers sell their produce online.
Sign up to ShopAppy is easy. The awardwinning digital platform was designed to
give small independent businesses a way
to operate online and enable consumers to
shop locally.
Business support available from The
Leeds City Region Enterprise
Partnership (LEP)
If you are an owner of a small and medium
-sized business and looking for support or
guidance, The Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) can help.
Its Business Support Service provides a
single point of access to a wide range of
national and local support and funding, so
it is easy to access the help you need.
It works with businesses at all stages, from
start-ups and early-stage companies to
established businesses that are ready to
expand and grow.
What support is available?
Businesses can access one-to-one tailored
support through the LEP’s team of Growth
Managers who will work with you to identify
your business needs and ensure you can
access the right support.
It can help you:
•

Plan for the future with new products
and processes

By signing up to ShopAppy, businesses
can enable their customers to continue to
support their local high street businesses
during
the
lockdown.
Government
guidance issued regarding the lockdown
states that click and collect services can
continue for retailers.
More information about how to sign up to
ShopAppy can be found here:
Free Leadership webinars continue
York & North Yorkshire Growth Hub is
continuing to deliver its online business
support webinar programme.
To find out what’s coming up over the next
few weeks, visit the events page here.

•

Make your investment go further with
grant support to purchase new
equipment, plant, and machinery
including bespoke support for the
creative and digital sectors

•

Expand your workforce by recruiting an
apprentice or find suitable candidates
through our talent matching service

•

Increase your market share by trading
overseas

•

Save money on your energy bills
through resource efficiency

•

Understand the full range of finance
options currently available

•

Help you to identify business growth
opportunities

•

Connect with local businesses

You can learn more about the support
available below. To discuss how your
business could benefit from working with
the LEP, and to connect with your local
Growth
Manager,
email BusinessSupport@the-lep.com to
arrange a call with one of its advisers.
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Like to know more about HADCA
and our local voluntary sector?
New to the area, in a new role or would
you just like to find out more about what is
happening locally or how to get involved?
To find out how much is going on in our
Harrogate District voluntary sector, and
how HADCA (Harrogate & District
Community Action) connects people,
Chamber members are invited to a special
Introduction Session.

Support
Organisation
during
the
coronavirus outbreak; Where To Turn
Community Information Directory; HADCA
Volunteering Directory; THE LOCAL FUND
for the Harrogate District, Friends of THE
LOCAL FUND and THE LOCAL LOTTO.
There's an opportunity to ask questions
followed by a chance to connect with other
attendees at the end of the session.
Places can be booked here:

Being held between 11am and noon via
Zoom on Tuesday, 26 January, there will
be presentations by HADCA and HELP
(Harrogate Easy Living Project) staff team
members on their services and projects
and how they work with charities,
volunteers, communities and partners to
make Harrogate district a great place to
live and work.
There will be information about the local
voluntary and community sector; our
networks and front line services, including
our role as the Harrogate Community

Join is at February’s meeting
‘Using Covid to your financial benefit’ is the
title of our next meeting, being held at 6pm
on Tuesday, 8 February, 2021, a must for
all businesses operating in the current
Covid pandemic climate.
It is being led by financial expert and
Chamber management board member,
John Garbutt, a director of DSC Chartered
Accountants, and will also include valuable
advice about claiming funding through the
many Government schemes that are
available.
* To book your place, please register here:
https://www.harrogatechamber.co.uk/
attendance.aspx
Zoom login details are below
https://zoom.us/j/8235470122?
pwd=a2U0a1V3VXZQK0p0QWR3Y1phZ0U1Z
z09
Meeting ID: 823 547 0122
Passcode: 124812

Something to share?
We publish members’ news stories on
our website and in our newsletter. If
you have a news story to submit, email
details to
ceo@harrogatechamber.co.uk with a
landscape picture.
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