Promoting Harrogate business —The latest news from your chamber

Bank of England representative “optimistic”
of Brexit deal

October

2020

- October’s meeting reviewedDespite all the current headlines claiming
the UK would walk away from the EU
without a trade deal, the Bank of England’s
regional representative was cautiously
optimistic of a positive outcome.
Paul Mount, one of 12 Bank of England
Agents, was giving his annual economic
outlook at the Chamber’s October meeting
when the question of a trade deal arose.
Mr Mount said: “At the moment it is looking
50-50 if we will get a trade deal or not.
However, the current thinking is that we will
get a deal. There is a huge incentive for us
to
get
one.”
In his presentation, Mr Mount – who
described the Agents’ role as being the
Bank’s eyes and ears across the UK - said
there were very few inflationary pressures,
and with interest rates at near enough zero
this was helping commercial banks access
cheap funds, which was particularly helpful
for small businesses.

Unemployment, he added, would peak at
7.5 per cent in December, but would
recover to pre-Covid levels by 2023.
“Different sectors have been affected in
different ways by Covid. Whilst there are
localised pockets that have been hard hit,
the Harrogate District had suffered less
than other areas.
“This is because of food manufacturing and
most food manufacturers have had a ‘good
pandemic’.
One member asked about the projected
future of the High Street, and what would
happen if it disappeared?
“I live in Sheffield and the shops are vastly
different now to the ones that were there
when I was growing up. It’s a hard question
to answer but I know it needs support to
keep it vibrant.”

“However, because of Covid there is high
uncertainty at the moment. GDP fell
steeply in March and April but recovered
very quickly.

“By the end of the year it will be five per
cent behind where it should have been.
Looking ahead, we are expecting GDP to
grow by between one and three per cent
annually.”

November Meeting
“Let’s Plan Our Social Media Strategies for 2021”, is the title of our next meeting, taking
place at 6pm on Monday, November 9, via Zoom. The session will be led by a member of
Berwins Solicitors’ marketing team.
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Light installation to bring stories to life
Thank you to those members who
contributed
to
Raworths
Harrogate
Literature Festivals’ ten-word stories
challenge.
As the authors take to the Raworths digital
stage, a large light installation in the form
of a book in Harrogate town centre will
bring well-known tales and the story of the
spa town to life.

distancing can be safely observed.

The literature festival and the ten-word
stories were recently previewed on BBC
Look North, and a link to the clip can be
found here

Being delivered by Harrogate International
Festivals, it will be positioned in Library
Gardens this weekend ( October 23 and
24).
There will be plenty of room for watching,
whilst at the same ensuring social

Message from the Chief Executive
“Doesn’t it seem a long time since we all met up in at Rudding Park, in March?Looking forward to

Autumn, beautiful trees in the showy colours. I love to walk through the “rustly” leaves, smiling as I
know they will be a pain to pick up.
Much like the news from the Bank of England, shouty headlines detailing what has happened but
hoping there will be a pain free pick up.
The news on Covid19 seems to be gloom and doom again for many, especially those on the high
street. But let’s not forget that lots of people in our area have done rather well. Especially those
connected to alcoholic products! No, not all have been drunk there has been several very
enterprising conversions to hand jell too.
I just hope that we can all support each other and try wherever possible to buy and shop local –
not just for products but for services too.
Remember, as a Chamber we are here for you to offer a listening ear or a signpost to helpful
advice.
Yours
Sandra
Chamber’s IT expert helps President get fully in the picture!
Thanks to Chamber’s IT expert, Martin Mann, President Martin Gerrard is now able to properly get
in the “Zoom-meeting” picture. Prior to Martin M’s assistance, President Martin used his mobile for
online meetings. Now, with a new laptop, he's able to join in, see and be seen!
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Developers share plans to breathe new
life into former council offices
Impala Estates Limited, which acquired the
Crescent Gardens’ council offices from
Harrogate Borough Council in January, have
shared their vision on bringing the building
back into use, and will shortly be submitting a
planning application.
Plans, elevations and drawings of what the
building will look like can be seen by visiting
www.crescentgardens.co.uk .

The structure of the building was originally
designed for more than the two floor levels
currently in place, so their plans incorporate a
further two levels, set back from the front and
rear elevations, in a contemporary design.
James Hartley from Impala Estates said “Our
aim is to bring the building back into use by
developing it in a sensitive way that fits in with
the diverse architecture in the surrounding
area. We hope to create flexible office and
public space in a central part of town.”

It proposes to refurbish the building up to an
energy efficient standard for use as offices for
multiple occupancy. These will incorporate
meeting rooms, gym and shower facilities and
a roof garden restaurant.
The meeting rooms will include the spaces
previously used as the Council Chamber and
Mayor’s Parlour, which, together with the
restaurant, will be available for use by the
public.

Club Chaplain and Supporters’ Liaison
Officer Appointed
Harrogate Town are delighted to announce the
appointments of Phill Holdsworth (left) as
Supporters’ Liaison Officer and Rob Brett
(right) as Club Chaplain.
Club volunteer and season-ticket holder Phill
Holdworth has been appointed Harrogate
Town’s new Supporters’ Liaison Officer.
Town Managing Director Garry Plant said: “We
are delighted Phill is on board. He is very wellqualified to deal with off-field suggestions or
issues supporters may have.

Simon Weaver said: “We are an extended
family at Harrogate Town and we look out for
each other.
“Our family includes not just the First team
squad, but all our various age-group and
Ladies teams, the youngsters in our Player
Development Centre, our coaches, club staff
and volunteers and of course everyone
involved in our Community Foundation
activities.
“Having Rob around gives us someone else to
share our personal problems, which we may
not want to do with teammates, bosses or
colleagues or even our nearest and dearest.”

“Our values include the determination to
ensure our club is a safe, secure and friendly
place to be and to maintain positive
engagement with our fans and those from
visiting teams. Phill will play a major part in
delivering these goals.”
Of Rob joining the club, First team Manager,
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BUS NAMED IN HONOUR OF BBC’S
HARRY – THE VOICE OF THE 36!
He’s a much-loved familiar face in thousands
of homes across Yorkshire – and on his final
day as presenter of the BBC’s Look North,
there was a very special surprise waiting
outside the studio doors for Harry Gration
MBE.
Harry has also become familiar to many as
the voice of The Harrogate Bus Company’s
premium 36 bus, with his warm Yorkshire
tones announcing bus stops and customer
information throughout the route between
Leeds and Ripon.

ever-popular TV host was momentarily lost
for words as the bus proudly displaying his
name was revealed for the very first time!
The Harrogate Bus Company CEO Alex
Hornby said: “When we heard he was retiring
from the BBC, there was only one thing to do
– to name a 36 bus in honour of this proud
Yorkshire favourite. We’re delighted to be
able to pay our own tribute to a man who’s
done so much to promote his beloved White
Rose County on and off screen, and we all
wish Harry a happy and healthy retirement.”

And as Harry prepared to make one last
appearance on the programme’s famous red
sofa before retiring a day before his 70th
birthday, the bus operator revealed its own
very special surprise at the BBC’s Leeds HQ –
a 36 bus named in honour of the veteran TV
newsman.
Harry’s bus was driven amid tight secrecy to
the BBC’s Leeds studios on St Peter’s Square,
just a few yards from Leeds City Bus Station,
where the 36 route begins its journey north
to Harrogate and Ripon – and for once, the

Welcome New Members!
We are delighted to welcome a
number of new members, who will
hopefully be joining us at our
November meeting. They are:
Bollington Insurance Brokers
Full Circle Funerals
Stowe Family Law
RaaW Petfood
Judy Field Counselling
Oakbeck Finance
Budget Planning and Design
Marketing Adventure

Something to share?
We publish members’ news stories
on our website and in our newsletter.
If you have a news story to submit,
email
details
to
ceo@harrogatechamber.co.uk with a
landscape picture.
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